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with section 202 (d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency 
with respect to the risk of nuclear prolifera-
tion created by the accumulation of weapons- 
usable fissile material in the territory of the 
Russian Federation. This notice shall be pub-
lished in the Federal Register and trans-
mitted to the Congress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 18, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:26 a.m., June 19, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on June 19, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June 20. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the Risk 
of Nuclear Proliferation Created by 
the Accumulation of Weapons- 
Usable Fissile Material in the 
Territory of the Russian Federation 
June 18, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice stating that the 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
13159 of June 21, 2000, with respect to the 
risk of nuclear proliferation created by the 
accumulation of a large volume of weapons- 
usable fissile material in the territory of the 
Russian Federation is to continue beyond 
June 21, 2008. 

It remains a major national security goal 
of the United States to ensure that fissile ma-
terial removed from Russian nuclear weap-
ons pursuant to various arms control and dis-

armament agreements is dedicated to peace-
ful uses, subject to transparency measures, 
and protected from diversion to activities of 
proliferation concern. The accumulation of 
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and 
foreign policy of the United States. For this 
reason, I have determined that it is necessary 
to continue the national emergency declared 
with respect to the risk of nuclear prolifera-
tion created by the accumulation of a large 
volume of weapons-usable fissile material in 
the territory of the Russian Federation and 
maintain in force these emergency authori-
ties to respond to this threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 18, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on June 19. 

Remarks on Presenting the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom 
June 19, 2008 

The President. Welcome to the White 
House for what is going to be a joyous occa-
sion. Mr. Vice President, Justice Scalia, 
members of my Cabinet and administration, 
Members of Congress, Medal of Freedom 
recipients and their families and friends: 
Thanks for coming. Laura and I are honored 
to welcome you here. 

The Medal of Freedom is the highest civil 
honor a President can bestow. The award 
recognizes outstanding individuals who have 
been leaders in their chosen fields, have led 
lives of vision and character, and have made 
especially meritorious contributions to our 
Nation and the world. Today we add the 
names of six remarkable Americans to that 
select list. 

The story of our first recipient begins in 
a poor neighborhood in the heart of Detroit. 
This was an environment where many young 
people lost themselves to poverty and crime 
and violence. For a time, young Ben Carson 
was headed down that same path. Yet 
through his reliance on faith and family, he 
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